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While	it's	only	available	to	iPad,	iPhone,	and	Mac	users,	Apple's	FaceTime	video	chat	app	has	an	intuitive	interface	and	excellent	quality.	However,	other	players	in	the	video	chat	market	such	as	Fring,	Oovoo,	Skype,	and	Tango	can	make	face-to-face	calls	to	Android	and	Apple	devices,	and	some	can	conduct	multi-party	video	calls	with	four	or	more
people.	So	should	Apple	fans	stick	to	FaceTime	exclusively,	or	should	they	opt	for	other	apps	that	open	up	communication	to	more	users?Set	upBecause	the	iPad	2	and	iPod	touch	don't	have	phone	numbers,	FaceTime	works	differently	on	them	than	on	the	iPhone	4.	On	those	devices,	FaceTime	is	a	standalone,	pre-installed	application.	For	the	iPhone
4,	FaceTime	works	as	a	feature	within	the	Phone	and	Contacts	apps.On	the	iPhone,	you'll	need	to	activate	FaceTime	in	the	phone	settings	before	making	any	video	calls.	You'll	also	want	to	remember	to	turn	on	Wi-Fi	since	FaceTime	doesn't	work	on	AT&T	or	Verizon's	3G	networks.	For	the	iPod	Touch	and	iPad	2,	a	FaceTime	application	is	added	to	the
home	screen	by	default.The	next	step	in	the	process	is	to	set	up	an	Apple	ID	(if	one	hasn't	been	set	up	already).	You'll	need	the	e-mail	address	associated	with	it	to	log	into	FaceTime	and	make	calls.	After	the	first	sign-in,	users	are	prompted	to	enter	their	Apple	ID	and	password.	Then,	if	needed,	users	can	enter	another	separate	e-mail	address	that
other	callers	can	use	to	find	them.User	InterfaceOn	the	iPhone	4,	FaceTime	works	much	like	making	a	phone	call.	When	you	pull	up	a	contact	with	an	active	FaceTime	account,	FaceTime	appears	with	options	to	text,	call,	or	e-mail	that	person.	You	can	also	switch	a	voice	phone	call	to	FaceTime	via	a	large	button	overlaid	on	the	screen	during	active
calls.Click	to	enlargeFor	the	iPod	touch	and	iPad	2,	launching	the	FaceTime	application	activates	the	front-facing	camera	immediately,	so	your	own	first-person	video	takes	up	the	entire	screen.	A	list	of	FaceTime	contacts	is	transparently	overlaid	on	the	right	side	of	the	display	and	allows	users	to	make	calls	by	tapping	a	contact's	name.FaceTime's
interface	is	the	same	regardless	of	the	device.	The	other	caller's	video	occupies	the	full	screen	and	a	thumbnail	window	for	first-person	video	sits	in	the	corner.	Tapping	the	display	pulls	up	a	menu	of	on-screen	buttons	for	muting	the	microphone,	switching	between	the	front-	and	back-facing	cameras,	and	ending	calls.In	typical	Apple	fashion,	the
controls	are	elegantly	simple.	For	instance,	the	small	thumbnail	of	the	video	feed	can	be	dragged	or	flicked	from	one	corner	to	another	with	your	finger,	and	when	your	caller	switches	from	the	back	camera	to	the	front	one	or	vice	versa,	the	video	feed	actually	revolves	around	to	indicate	to	the	other	caller	what's	happening.	When	this	action	happens
in	each	of	the	other	video	chat	applications,	the	video	feed	simply	freezes	for	a	split	second	before	it	reappears	jarringly	with	different	video.	Apple's	solution	to	that	admittedly	small	glitch	adds	a	bit	of	cool	to	FaceTime.Call	QualityRegardless	of	the	device	we	used--an	iPad	2,	iPhone	4,	and	a	13.3-inch	MacBook	Air--FaceTime	offered	some	of	the	most
dependable	video	quality	we've	seen.	We	experienced	no	dropped	calls,	laggy	signals,	or	out-of-sync	video	and	audio.	That's	because	FaceTime	only	works	over	Wi-Fi,	which	tends	to	be	more	stable	for	video	connections	than	3G	data	networks.	Still,	the	option	to	make	video	calls,	even	of	slightly	poorer	quality,	wouldn't	hurt.	Google	Chat,	Fring,	ooVoo,
Skype,	and	Tango	each	work	over	3G	and	4G	data	networks	as	well	as	Wi-Fi.Calls	made	to	the	iPhone	4	from	another	iPhone	4	were	clear	at	a	glance,	but	a	deeper	look	revealed	that	they	contained	some	pixel	noise.	The	edges	of	our	face	looked	only	slightly	less	blurry	than	on	video	calls	made	with	Skype	and	Tango,	but	it	was	much	better	than
Oovoo,	which	struggled	over	Wi-Fi.	Calls	made	from	the	MacBook	Air	to	the	iPhone	4	and	the	iPad	2	video	looked	clean,	but	the	edges	were	still	fuzzy.The	worst	picture	quality	we	noticed	was	while	calling	an	iPad	2	from	an	iPhone	4.	The	latest	iPhone	captures	video	that's	fine	for	another	iPhone's	3.5-inch	display.	The	iPad	2's	9.7-inch	display	must
scale	up	video	from	the	iPhone's	camera,	and	the	result	is	scratchy,	pixelated	video	on	the	tablets's	screen.Still,	FaceTime	delivered	solid	video	connections,	and	the	audio	was	the	best	of	any	app	we	tested	for	this	roundup.	There	was	almost	no	latency,	and	the	sound	quality	was	so	clear	we	hardly	ever	missed	a	word.Special	FeaturesUnlike	other
video	chat	apps,	FaceTime	doesn't	offer	special	features	such	as	group	video	chat	or	free	voice-only	calls	made	over	a	carrier's	data	network.	Fring	allows	users	to	make	up	to	four	video	calls	at	once,	and	ooVoo	Mobile	can	host	up	to	six	audio	calls	with	a	single,	shared	video	feed.	Plus,	Google	Chat	for	mobile,	Fring,	ooVoo,	Skype,	and	Tango	each
offer	free	voice-only	calls	to	other	users,	and	Fring,	ooVoo,	and	Skype	even	offer	pre-paid	calls	to	international	numbers.VerdictWhile	FaceTime's	functionality	is	limited--Apple	devices	only,	Wi-Fi	only,	no	group	video	chat--what	it	does,	it	does	very	well.	Not	only	is	it	easy	to	set	up	and	use,	but	FaceTime	also	offers	some	of	the	cleanest	video	calls,	and
audio	quality	was	superior.	For	Apple	users	looking	to	make	video	calls	to	other	Apple	users,	there's	no	better	app	than	FaceTime.	Browsing	on	dating	apps	can	be	fun,	but	the	chat	box	can	also	be	intimidating.	How	much	is	too	much	small	talk?	What’s	a	good	way	to	make	your	intentions	clear	without	being	too	direct?	How	long	do	you	have	to	keep
up	the	digital	banter	before	you	can	just	go	on	a	damn	date?The	answers	are	different	for	everyone,	but	there’s	some	guidance	to	be	found	about	how	long	to	chat	pre-meetup,	at	least.This	process	is	different	for	everyoneSteph	Nazi,	a	26-year-old	New	Yorker	who’s	used	Hinge	in	the	past,	is	“never	worried	about	meeting	up	too	fast.”She	says	she’ll
talk	to	someone	on	the	app	for	a	week	or	so	before	diving	into	an	in-person	date,	and	she	thinks	that’s	plenty	of	time	to	determine	if	someone	is	a	safety	hazard	for	her.	“If	they	can	joke	and	be	funny,	then	‘potential	murderer’	is	crossed	off	the	list,”	she	said,	adding	she’s	even	met	up	in	shorter	timespans	than	that.You’re	allowed	to	drag	out	the	text-
relay	stage	as	long	as	you	want!	Hell,	you	don’t	ever	even	have	to	meet	up	if	you	don’t	want	to.	Just	don’t	be	surprised	if	the	other	person’s	intentions	or	interests	don’t	align	with	yours.G/O	Media	may	get	a	commissionShe’s	“leaning	more	toward	consistency”	and	isn’t	interested	in	one-time	flings,	so	face-to-face	interaction	helps	her	identify	people
who	have	potential	and	avoid	wasting	time	chatting	with	people	who	don’t.That’s	the	case	for	one	person,	but	you	might	be	the	opposite,	looking	for	a	quick	hookup	with	little	interest	in	getting	to	know	someone.	As	long	as	you	make	that	clear	and	take	the	right	safety	precautions,	you	can	meet	up	the	same	day	you	match	with	someone.	There’s	no
rule	that	says	you	can’t.On	the	other	hand,	you	might	be	into	text-based	chit-chat	and	value	the	ability	to	hold	a	conversation	like	that	with	a	partner.	You	might	be	nervous	about	your	safety,	hesitant	to	jump	back	into	dating	after	a	long-term	relationship	or	the	pandemic,	or	just	busy.	You’re	allowed	to	drag	out	the	text-relay	stage	as	long	as	you
want!	Hell,	you	don’t	ever	even	have	to	meet	up	if	you	don’t	want	to.	Just	don’t	be	surprised	if	the	other	person’s	intentions	or	interests	don’t	align	with	yours.	Ghosting	is	never	cool,	but	people	have	been	unmatched	for	less.Evaluate	your	comfort	and	safetyKate	MacLean,	a	relationship	expert	who	works	with	Plenty	of	Fish,	said	you	should	consider
your	safety	and	wellbeing	when	planning	a	possible	meeting	with	a	dating	site	match.“The	important	thing	is	to	go	with	your	gut	and	meet	in	a	public	place	if	you’re	comfortable	and	ready,”	she	said.Let’s	be	real	here.	It’s	not	unheard	of	for	a	particularly	spontaneous	person	to	schedule	a	meet	at	someone’s	home	or	plan	to	carpool	to	a	date.	Most	of
us	have	friends	who’ve	done	this,	if	we	haven’t	done	it	ourselves.	But	just	because	you	know	someone	who	made	it	out	of	a	spontaneous	meetup	safely	doesn’t	necessarily	mean	it’ll	work	out	perfectly	for	you.	We	can’t	advise	you	to	do	something	like	that	in	good	conscience,	no	matter	how	long	you’ve	been	chatting	on	an	app.	If	a	date	is	worth	it,
they’ll	understand	you	concerns.	If	they	protest,	move	on	to	the	next	match.If	you	still	plan	to,	have	a	safety	plan	in	place.	Text	details	about	the	other	person	to	your	friends	and	tell	them	exactly	where	you’re	going,	as	well	as	what	time	you	plan	to	leave.	Snap	a	photo	of	the	person’s	license	plate	and	forward	it	to	your	most	trusted	pals.	Share	your
location	with	them	using	Find	My	Friends,	Snapchat,	or	another	app.	Whatever	it	takes	to	prioritize	your	safety,	do	that.	In	fact,	do	all	that	stuff	even	if	you’re	meeting	in	public.	If	a	date	is	worth	it,	they’ll	understand	you	concerns.	If	they	protest,	move	on	to	the	next	match.Advance	the	connection	incrementallyYou	don’t	have	to	stick	with	the	app’s
chat	feature.	Steph	gives	her	phone	number	to	matches	after	about	five	exchanges	on	a	dating	app.	If	you’re	comfortable	giving	out	your	number,	texting	could	be	a	slightly	more	intimate	way	to	communicate.	Remember,	though,	that	your	number	is	tied	to	you	pretty	closely.	Reverse	searches	can	bring	up	more	personal	information	about	you	than
you	might	realize,	and	even	your	area	code	is	a	clear	indication	of	where	you’re	from.	Consider	a	third-party	texting	app	like	Google	Voice	if	giving	out	your	real	number	makes	you	a	little	nervous.You	can	also	connect	on	social	media.	Add	each	other	on	Snapchat	or	follow	each	other	on	Instagram,	so	you	can	chat	there	and	get	a	peek	into	each
other’s	lives	before	meeting	face-to-face.	Seeing	how	someone	presents	themselves	on	their	socials	is	a	great	way	to	feel	out	if	you’ll	actually	vibe.“Over	the	past	few	years,	dating	rules	and	norms	have	evolved	dramatically,”	MacLean	said,	citing	a	2020	survey	of	1,500	POF	members.	“The	pandemic	led	to	the	rise	of	virtual	dating,	with	60%	of	singles
reporting	they	are	more	comfortable	video	chatting	with	a	match	now	than	before	COVID-19.	With	the	rise	of	video	dating,	singles	now	have	the	opportunity	to	‘vet’	people	more	thoroughly	before	meeting	IRL,	so	this	is	a	great	option	for	those	with	busy	schedules	or	who	may	be	a	little	timid	about	meeting	a	stranger	for	the	first	time.	It	also	makes
first	dates	less	awkward!”Most	importantly,	do	what	feels	natural	and	safe	to	you.	Don’t	let	anyone	pressure	you	into	meeting	up	or	giving	out	your	social	media	handles	if	you’re	not	into	it.	If	someone	is	making	you	feel	uncomfortable,	unmatch	them	and	move	on.	If	you	haven’t	noticed,	there	are	plenty	more	people	on	the	apps.	One	of	them	will	have
an	ideal	timeline	that	matches	up	with	yours,	and	having	one	thing	in	common	before	you	meet	up	is	always	a	good	sign.
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