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Finding	the	right	e-book	reader	apps	(also	called	eReaders)	can	be	difficult.	There	are	a	variety	of	e-book	types,	plenty	of	file	formats	to	deal	with,	and	then	there	are	different	kinds	of	books	(novels,	comics,	etc)	that	make	the	whole	experience	a	little	complicated.	However,	with	the	right	app,	you	can	turn	any	phone	or	tablet	into	an	e-book	reader
fairly	easily.Additionally,	the	technology	has	kind	of	plateaued	a	little	bit.	Thus,	e-book	reader	apps	are	about	as	good	as	they’ve	ever	been,	and	we	don’t	see	them	getting	much	better	without	some	serious	innovation	in	the	future.	The	good	news	is	that	whatever	you	pick	should	last	you	a	good	long	time	as	long	as	the	developer	remains	active.	Here
are	the	best	e-book	reader	apps	for	Android.	The	best	e-book	reader	apps	for	Android	Aldiko	Book	Reader	is	one	of	the	older	e-book	reader	apps.	It’s	also	a	great	simple	option	for	those	who	need	it.	It	features	support	for	EPUB,	PDF,	and	Adobe	DRM	encrypted	e-books	as	well	as	e-book	support	for	library	books	on	rental.	The	app	also	comes	with	a
clean,	if	somewhat	antiquated	interface,	customization	options,	phone	and	tablet	support,	and	global	text	searches	inside	of	books.	The	free	version	comes	with	ads.	The	paid	version	does	not.	Otherwise,	they’re	basically	the	same.	Price:	Free	/	Up	to	$9.72AIReader	is	one	of	the	newer	e-book	reader	apps,	comparatively	speaking.	It	also	supports	much
older	versions	of	Android.	That’s	becoming	a	bit	rarer	these	days.	The	app	also	supports	most	common	e-book	formats,	including	EPUB	(no	DRM),	RTF,	MOBI,	PRC,	and	many	others.	The	interface	comes	with	customization	options,	auto-scrolling,	page-turning	animations,	and	various	view	modes	for	your	comfort.	The	app	is	free	to	use,	but	you	can
buy	one	of	the	various	donation	versions	if	you	want	to.	They	range	from	$0.99	to	$9.72.	Price:	Free	/	Book	costs	varyAmazon	Kindle	is	one	of	the	obvious	e-book	reader	apps.	It	has	one	of	the	largest	and	most	consistent	e-book	stores	on	the	internet.	Additionally,	the	app	has	a	ton	of	reading	features,	cross-device	syncing,	and	even	a	large	collection	of
free	books.	The	UI	is	riddled	with	ads.	However,	the	actual	book	reading	part	is	free	of	any	such	nonsense.	There	are	also	a	variety	of	customization	settings	while	reading.	It’s	a	rock-solid	option	for	book	availability	alone.	You	can	also	download	books	for	offline	use	if	needed.	Nook	is	yet	another	competitor	to	Amazon,	Kobo,	and	Google	Play	Books.
Unlike	most,	this	one	actually	has	physical	book	locations.	You	can	visit	Barnes&Noble,	the	parent	company	of	Nook.	The	eReader	is	about	as	standard	as	it	gets.	It	comes	with	customized	reading	options	as	well	as	support	for	books,	comic	books,	manga,	and	more.	Like	most,	it	also	offers	cross-device	syncing.	It	even	supports	magazines	and
newspapers.	It’s	a	rock-solid	experience,	actually.	FBReader	is	another	older	eReader	app.	Like	Aldiko,	it’s	a	great	option	for	most	basic	use	cases.	That	includes	support	for	AZW3,	EPUB	(up	to	EPUB3),	fb2,	RTF,	HTML,	and	even	plain	text	documents.	It	uses	a	proprietary	Google	Drive	cloud	service	to	sync	books	between	your	devices.	We	also	really
liked	the	UI.	It’s	a	bit	old,	but	it’s	effective	and	easy	on	the	eyes.	It	even	has	gesture	support.	For	now,	anyway,	the	app	is	entirely	free	to	use.	Joe	Hindy	/	Android	AuthorityFoxit	is	one	of	the	most	popular	PDF	reader	apps.	It’s	a	good	mixture	of	productivity	and	reading.	The	app	supports	basically	all	types	of	PDF	files.	Additionally,	it	offers	annotation
features,	form-filling	features,	and	ConnectedPDF	for	privacy.	For	reading,	it	can	read	PDFs	out	loud	and	also	supports	audio	and	video	stuff.	It	has	probably	the	best	cross-platform	support	of	any	eReader	or	PDF	app.	You	can	find	Foxit	on	Windows,	Linux,	Mac,	iOS,	and	Android.	That’s	the	big	five!	Price:	Free	/	Optional	donationsJoe	Hindy	/	Android



AuthorityFullReader	(formerly	FReader)	is	a	popular	and	modern	e-book	reader	app.	It	supports	a	wide	range	of	e-book	file	types	as	well	as	less	popular	ones	like	CBR	and	CBZ	(comic	books)	plus	MP3	for	audiobooks.	The	UI	is	classic	Material	Design	and	the	app	layout	is	simple	enough	for	almost	everybody.	Some	more	power-user	features	include
cloud	backup	support	with	Google	Drive	and	Dropbox,	an	AMOLED	dark	mode,	and	a	translator	that	works	with	95	languages.	The	app	is	entirely	free	as	far	as	we	can	tell.	There	are	optional	donations	if	you	want	to	support	development.	Google	Play	Books	is	a	competitor	to	e-book	reader	apps	like	Amazon	Kindle	and	Barnes&Noble	Nook.	It’s	a
virtual	bookstore.	The	selections	include	books,	magazines,	and	all	sorts	of	other	stuff.	It	supports	several	e-book	formats,	comic	book	formats,	and	other	types	of	e-book	formats.	You	can	even	upload	your	books	to	the	cloud	and	read	them	anywhere.	That	gives	you	a	really	good	storage	option	that	you	can	access	on	any	device	with	an	internet
connection.	Some	other	features	include	book	rentals,	a	Rapid	Skim	Mode,	and	a	Quick	Bookmarks	feature.	The	app	is	free,	but	many	of	the	books	cost	money.	Joe	Hindy	/	Android	AuthorityKobo	Books	is	another	online	bookstore	like	Amazon,	Nook,	and	Google	Play	Books.	The	app	is	extremely	basic.	It	seems	like	all	it	can	do	is	read	purchased	books
from	the	service.	However,	the	service	does	support	both	audiobooks	and	normal	e-books.	Other	features	include	cross-device	syncing,	downloading	for	offline	use,	and	a	Night	Mode	for	late-night	reading.	The	discovery	features	are	actually	pretty	decent	as	well.	The	app	is	free	to	download.	Books	cost	money,	obviously.	Joe	Hindy	/	Android
AuthorityMedia365	Book	Reader	is	one	of	the	most	popular	e-book	reader	apps.	The	app	is	rather	simple	on	top,	but	awesome	underneath.	It	apparently	takes	its	name	very	seriously.	The	app	easily	supports	over	three	dozen	file	types,	including	e-book	formats,	comic	book	formats,	and	some	weird	stuff	like	WEBP,	PPTX,	PSD,	and	others.	The	UI	is
Material	Design.	It’s	colorful,	friendly,	and	simple.	There	really	isn’t	much	wrong	with	this	one.	The	maximum	it	will	ask	for	is	$4.99	as	an	in-app	purchase	to	remove	the	ads.	Moon+	Reader	is	definitely	one	of	the	best	e-book	reader	apps	out	there.	It	supports	a	wide	range	of	e-book	formats,	including	EPUB,	PDF,	MOBI,	most	comic	book	formats,	and
more.	It	even	has	OPDS	support.	The	app	also	includes	over	ten	themes,	gesture	controls,	auto-scrolling,	EPUB3	support,	and	cross-device	syncing	via	Dropbox.	It’s	one	of	those	eReader	apps	that	has	all	the	right	bells	and	whistles.	You	can	remove	ads	for	$4.99.	Joe	Hindy	/	Android	AuthorityOverDrive	is	an	excellent	e-book	reader	and	it’s	not
because	it	supports	your	current	library.	OverDrive	connects	you	to	your	local	library	and	you	can	actually	borrow	e-books	you	don’t	own	for	free,	just	like	you	can	at	your	local	library.	It	includes	some	neat	features	like	no	late	fees,	and	it’ll	remember	where	you	left	off	next	time	you	read.	It	doesn’t	have	a	lot	of	the	power	user	features	of	other	e-book
readers.	However,	it	is	one	of	the	truly	great	and	legal	sources	of	free	e-books.	You	can	try	out	the	official	app	(linked	at	the	button	below)	or	Libby	(Google	Play	link),	which	does	the	same	thing	in	a	slightly	different	way.	See	also:	The	best	audiobook	apps	for	Android	PocketBook	Reader	Price:	Free	PocketBook	is	another	one	of	the	older	e-book
reader	apps.	Don’t	let	that	fool	you,	though.	This	app	has	enough	features	to	justify	its	existence	here.	That	includes	support	for	most	common	e-book	file	types,	comic	books,	and	even	Adobe	DRM	and	PDF.	You	can	highlight	text,	export	notes,	lock	your	screen	orientation,	and	more.	There	is	also	OPDS	support	for	those	who	need	it.	The	highlight	of
this	one	is	its	price.	There	aren’t	a	ton	of	completely	free	e-book	readers	these	days	and	this	app	is	easily	among	the	best	in	that	category.	Price:	Free	/	$2.99	/	Up	to	$100.99	Prestigio	changes	its	name	almost	every	year.	However,	it’s	still	one	of	the	better	e-book	reader	apps.	The	app	supports	over	25	languages,	text-to-speech	functionality,	and
50,000	books	available	for	download.	Additionally,	the	app	can	sync	across	devices	(account	required).	Some	other	features	include	a	Night	Mode,	various	customization	options,	and	a	decently	modern	UI.	The	app	is	free.	You	can	remove	ads	for	a	single	$2.99	in-app	purchase.	There	is	also	an	optional	donation	button	for	$1,	$5,	$10,	$50,	and	$100	in
case	you	want	to	support	development.	Joe	Hindy	/	Android	AuthorityReadEra	is	a	surprisingly	popular	e-book	reader	app.	It	has	all	of	the	basics,	including	various	reading	modes	along	with	support	for	PDF,	EPUB,	WORD,	MOBI,	FB2,	DJVU,	TXT,	and	the	super	rare	CHM	formats.	It	doesn’t	require	any	services	or	anything	like	that.	There	is	also	a
split-screen	mode	where	you	can	read	multiple	books	or	documents	at	the	same	time.	However,	we	really	only	recommend	that	on	larger	screen	phones	or	tablets.	This	one	is	surprisingly	good,	easy	to	use,	and	the	UI	looks	nice.	We’re	also	relatively	certain	this	one	is	entirely	free.	AmazonAmazon	KindleBest	AppseBookseReader	One	of	the	amazing
things	about	ebooks	right	now	is	the	wealth	of	options	available	to	users.	Massive	ebook	libraries	now	exist	from	multiple	sources,	and	these	books	range	wildly	from	top-shelf	best	sellers	to	indie	short	stories	written	by	folks	in	their	free	time.	Impressively,	each	of	these	digital	bookstores	offer	something	significant	that	separates	them	from	one
another	in	a	way	that	makes	it	so	none	of	these	services	are	going	anywhere	anytime	soon.If	you've	already	settled	into	a	preferred	ebook	retailer,	you	may	be	missing	out	on	the	features	that	make	the	competition	special.	With	that	in	mind,	lets	take	a	quick	look	at	the	more	popular	apps	in	this	space	and	see	what	service	works	best	for	you.READ
MORE:	The	big	ebook	stores	for	AndroidPlay	BooksGoogle's	digital	bookstore	is	relatively	young	when	compared	to	some	of	the	other	platforms	that	are	out	there,	but	the	company	has	made	tremendous	strides	in	making	sure	just	about	everything	is	available	in	their	store,	including	a	huge	selection	of	indie	titles.	This	has	a	lot	to	do	with	how	easy
Google	makes	it	for	writers	to	publish	books	to	the	Play	Store,	but	massive	content	deals	with	major	publishers	probably	don't	hurt	either.	Google's	biggest	feature	with	Play	Books	as	a	retail	services	is	the	way	it	is	baked	into	the	Google	Play	Store	and	included	on	every	Android	phone.	The	books	are	front	and	center	in	the	Play	Store	as	a	part	of
search	results,	and	sales	regularly	make	their	way	to	the	homepage.Google	also	makes	it	possible	for	users	to	grab	a	free	sample	of	most	books	on	the	Play	Store,	readable	through	both	the	Play	Books	app	and	the	website.	While	the	publishers	often	determine	how	many	pages	the	user	has	access	to	in	this	free	sample,	it	is	almost	always	more	than
enough	to	determine	whether	or	not	this	is	a	book	that	interests	you.	Like	the	rest	of	the	Play	Store,	reviews	for	books	are	a	part	of	your	Google	account,	which	means	if	your	friends	have	left	reviews	for	books	they	will	float	to	the	top	of	the	review	list	so	people	you	trust	can	give	their	opinions	first.Google	Play	Books	is	awesome	because	it's
convenient,	and	if	you're	an	Android	user	there's	a	good	chance	your	friends	will	be	there	to	tell	you	whether	or	not	you're	going	to	like	a	book.	That	assumes	you	aren't	the	book	nerd	in	the	group,	in	which	case	all	of	your	friends	rely	on	you	for	reviews.Check	out	Play	Books,	if	you	haven't	already	(opens	in	new	tab)Amazon	KindleFor	physical	and
digital	books	alike,	Amazon	is	the	biggest	bookstore	in	the	world.	Publishers	big	and	small	go	to	Amazon	because	it's	where	so	many	people	go	for	books,	and	with	their	dedicated	hardware	platform	Amazon	is	able	to	offer	everything	you	need	to	read	for	years	and	years.	Being	as	big	as	they	are,	Amazon's	proprietary	book	format	is	something	most
folks	just	sort	of	deal	with,	but	if	you	know	where	to	look	there	are	ways	to	convert	books	you	buy	on	Amazon	to	other	formats.	Since	there's	an	Amazon	Kindle	app	for	almost	everything,	the	service	continues	to	be	a	dominant	force	in	the	ecosystem.Amazon's	huge	feature	for	their	books	has	always	been	WhisperSync,	the	ability	to	pick	up	from	where
you	left	off	no	matter	what	device	you	are	using,	but	on	the	actual	store	the	big	benefit	Amazon	has	over	everyone	else	is	the	way	books	are	organized.	Amazon	has	organized	their	bookstore	into	hundreds	of	categories	and	subcategories,	making	it	incredibly	easy	to	find	things	that	are	somehow	related	to	the	book	you	just	finished.	These	categories
also	make	it	easy	to	locate	specific	kinds	of	authors,	as	well	as	the	obvious	lists	of	things	individual	authors	have	accomplished.The	big	lure	for	Amazon	has	always	been	convenience	from	a	platform	perspective.	Your	Amazon	books	go	great	in	your	Amazon	app	or	on	your	Amazon	Kindle,	and	as	long	as	that's	the	environment	you	want	you	can	rest
assured	that	you	won't	be	running	out	of	books	anytime	soon.Download:	Amazon	Kindle	(free)	(opens	in	new	tab)Barnes	&	NobleAs	one	of	the	last	major	US	bookstore	chains,	Barnes	&	Noble	has	spent	the	last	couple	of	years	trying	to	find	a	strategy	that	competes	appropriately	with	the	likes	of	Amazon,	Apple,	Google,	and	others	without	taking	away
from	the	act	of	going	to	the	bookstore.	Barnes	&	Noble	has	even	tried	their	own	Android-based	hardware	platform,	but	the	Nook	line	has	never	seen	tremendous	success	even	after	a	partnership	with	Samsung.	The	Barnes	&	Noble	online	store	is	all	about	offering	the	same	products	you	can	get	in	the	physical	store,	but	making	digital	versions	of
everything	through	their	Nook	app.	While	the	Nook	app	itself	is	a	pleasure	to	use,	its	store	often	lacks	the	ease	of	use	found	elsewhere,	something	Barnes	&	Noble	has	attempted	to	capitalize	on	by	offering	tutorials	and	personal	help	in	their	physical	stores	for	whatever	technical	needs	may	arise.One	very	cool	feature	to	come	from	the	Nook	service	is
Enhanced	Nook	books.	These	books	offer	audio	and	video	clips	alongside	the	relevant	content	in	the	book,	everything	from	interviews	with	the	author	to	video	demonstrations	of	a	tutorial	you're	reading	about.	For	some,	it's	the	natural	evolution	of	ebooks	and	feels	almost	like	Director's	Commentary.	For	others,	it's	an	unnecessary	and	often	more
expensive	version	of	the	book.	The	regular	Barnes	&	Noble	ebook	selection	is	still	quite	good	and	their	prices	are	almost	always	the	same	or	lower	than	the	other	major	players	out	there.	The	only	real	concern	is	whether	or	not	the	Nook	platform	will	be	around	in	a	couple	of	years,	but	that's	a	thought	for	another	day.Download:	Nook	(free)	(opens	in
new	tab)Kobo	BookstoreYou	won't	find	a	more	direct	attempt	to	compete	with	the	folks	at	Amazon	and	their	Kindle	lineup	than	Kobo,	and	that's	a	good	thing.	Instead	of	existing	as	an	Amazon	clone,	the	folks	at	Kobo	have	worked	hard	to	be	as	platform-inclusive	as	possible.	Kobo	apps	and	Kobo	hardware	support	a	ton	of	different	file	types,	and	the
focus	on	being	the	best	possible	bookstore	for	everyone	is	clear	throughout.While	prices	are	usually	competitive	with	the	other	services,	Kobo's	organization	methods	lean	heavily	towards	age	brackets	and	generic	organization	formats.	The	end	result	is	a	fantastic	kids	section	that	does	an	amazing	job	breaking	down	book	types	for	every	age.	It's	very
easy	to	get	a	child	using	Kobo	and	looking	through	books	they	might	be	interested	in,	where	on	most	of	the	other	retail	platforms	the	design	is	clearly	focused	on	adults	either	picking	books	for	kids	or	being	in	command	of	the	computer	or	ereader	when	navigating	the	store.It's	easy	to	get	sucked	into	one	of	the	larger	platforms	for	book	sales,	but
Kobo	is	one	of	those	platforms	that	truly	stands	out	when	you	use	it,	especially	if	you	care	about	things	like	DRM-free	books	and	a	generally	user-focused	experience.Download:	Kobo	Books	(free)	(opens	in	new	tab)SmashwordsAnd	now,	something	completely	different.	Smashwords	places	a	direct	focus	on	self-published	content,	and	does	so	in	a	way
that	encourages	contributions	and	feedback	on	a	massive	scale.	It's	an	open,	honest	platform	with	little	focus	on	looks	and	functionality,	but	contained	within	those	spartan	pages	is	an	incredible	wealth	of	stores	written	by	people	who	aren't	the	bestsellers	the	other	stores	will	fill	your	screen	with	every	time	you	login.The	best	part	of	Smashwords	is
the	deliberate	focus	on	supporting	anything	and	everything.	Any	book	can	be	published	in	every	format,	and	users	can	submit	regular	reviews	and	video	reviews	for	everything.	It's	a	unique	experience	when	compared	to	the	other	stores,	but	it's	an	invaluable	resource	for	anyone	looking	for	something	new,	especially	when	you	can	just	download	the
book	from	Smashwords	and	read	on	your	app	of	choice.Check	out	Smashwords.comAll	about	choiceAs	you	can	see,	there's	a	little	something	different	everywhere	you	look.	As	ebook	retailers,	these	companies	want	to	offer	you	a	compelling	reason	to	keep	buying	through	them.	Sometimes	that	happens	with	a	hardware	and	software	lock	in,	sometimes
it's	just	being	the	store	you	see	every	time	you	turn	the	phone	on,	and	sometimes	the	compelling	lock-in	is	being	as	open	and	friendly	as	possible.	Whichever	is	your	favorite,	for	whatever	reason,	the	end	result	is	reading	more	books.If	you	haven't	already,	go	participate	in	our	ebook	choice	poll!{.cta	.large}
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